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This free Climate Museum youth workshop convened students from thirteen high schools across metro New York City to 
discuss how we can bridge art and science to build the climate conversation. It featured celebrated climate media artist 
and National Geographic Explorer Paul Miller, also known as DJ Spooky. We recruited students with a demonstrated 
interest in climate and environmental advocacy, visual and musical arts, and/or social justice.

ART FOR CLIMATE ENGAGEMENT



The workshop began with a tour of the Climate Museum’s first exhibition, In Human Time, which combined visual art, 
science, and music composition about ice cores. Presented in partnership with the Sheila C. Johnson Design Center at 
the Parsons School of Design, the show featured artist Peggy Weil’s 4.5 hour film, 88 Cores, which took viewers down 
two miles through the Greenland Ice Sheet in one continuous pan going back more than 110,000 years in time.

INSPIRATION FROM IN HUMAN TIME





Back in the classroom, Miller explored intersections between art, science, and climate dialogue. Under the guidance of 
mentors from a range of disciplines, students had two hours to design media to engage their peers in the climate 
conversation. They used iPads provided by Apple to produce their work. Students presented their media to workshop 
participants and to a panel of judges; winners were announced at the end of the day.

DESIGN CHALLENGE: CLIMATE ENGAGEMENT MEDIA





Students presented a broad range of media, demonstrating skills in graphic design, video editing, and spoken word. The 
quality and creativity of their submissions was truly remarkable, and illustrated how the abundant talent and collaboration 
capacity of young people can be mobilized for a new climate citizenship. The winning presentation (next page) featured a 
series of advertisements designed to engage subway riders in the climate conversation.

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS





As prizes, all students received 
Little Sun Diamond solar lamps, 
designed by artist Olafur 
Eliasson, a close advisor of the 
Climate Museum.



The workshop was so successful that the Climate Museum created a Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) whose founding 
members are the workshop participants. YAC members will help the Climate Museum design future programming aimed 
at enhancing teen engagement in climate issues, beginning with the upcoming Climate Museum Festival in October 2018 
and its associated ClimateSpeaks youth poetry competition.

YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE



“This experience has inspired me to try to do more 
for Earth, spread awareness, and actually participate 
in a climate-related program.”

“I loved hearing from DJ Spooky and learning about 
different ways to incorporate media and the arts in 
science.”

“I loved learning about where everyone else in the 
workshop came from, how they found out about the 
Climate Museum, and what their story was. It was 
such an intensely diverse and open-minded 
collection of students, and everyone just sort of 
clicked working together.”

“My favorite part was meeting the director of the 
Climate Museum. It was truly personal and revealing 
to speak with her about a prospective museum that 
will one day become a reality.”

“I really enjoyed being able to partner up with people 
I hadn’t met before.”

STUDENT FEEDBACK





We are grateful to EILEEN FISHER and the Parsons School of Design for supporting 
this event, and to Apple for providing the iPads used by the student teams in the 
design process. 

A SPECIAL THANKS
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